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The economy was on everyone's mind this past year and from all
reports 2009 isn't going to get much better. With that in mind, we will be
presenting you with a budget that has decreased from last year. As in the
past, we are committed to keeping the Town portion of our tax rate as low as
possible.
As you will remember, in last year's budget we appropriated money to
repair one of the bridges on Meridan Hill Road. The total amount for the
repairs came in just a little below budget. Beginning this year, we are asking
voters to create an Expendable Trust Fund for the maintenance of the
Town's bridges and to open the account with $20,000.00. Our long-term
plan is to continue to appropriate a sum each year to address the condition of
our bridges.
While on the subject of roads, you will notice that we have
encumbered $33,000.00 in funds from the 2008 budget to do paving in 2009.
Our intention was to do this paving last year but with the high cost of asphalt
during the summer of 2008, we decided to put it off with the hopes that we
would be able to get "more bang for our buck" this summer. The cost for
asphalt last summer was approximately $80.00 per ton and it is estimated
that it will be $64.00 per ton this summer. In addition, the Pike plant was
not open during the summer of 2008, which would have meant we would
have had to have it trucked from Gorham. The State is planning to do some
paving in the area so we are in hopes that the plant will be open this summer.
This year we choose, for the first time, not to enter into a pre-pay
contract for fuel oil for the municipal buildings. This has helped us save
money as the current price for fuel oil is about half of the quoted contract
price from this summer. Like all of you, we continue to try and save money
wherever we can.
Also, in this year's budget you will notice that we will be making the
last payment on the Town Office Building note. Our promise to the voters
was to pay off this seven-year note in five years, if possible, at no additional
expense to the voters. This has been achieved and in fact the Town saved a
little over $2 1 ,000 by doing this.






The Polls will be open from 1 1 :00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Columbia, in the County of
Coos, in the State of New Hampshire, qualified to vote in Town
Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Columbia Town Hall on
Tuesday, the lO'*" day of March, next at 7:15 o'clock in the evening to
act upon the following subjects:
Article 1: To vote to bring in ballots for election of Town Officers to
be elected by ballot for the year ensuing.
Article 2: To see if the Town will instruct its Selectmen to appoint all
other Town Officials as required.
Article 3: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $103,000.00 for Town Charges for the ensuing year.
Article 4: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sumi of $5,000.00 for extinguishing fires in said Town.
Article 5: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $5,000.00 to help support the operations of the Colebrook
Communications Center.
Article 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $1 9,498.00 to help support the services of the 45'" Parallel
Emergency Medical Services.
Article 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,200.00 for the Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital
Association to cover medical emergencies.
Article 8: To see if the Town will vote to raise and approphate the
sum of $3,000.00 for operating expenses of the Upper Connecticut
Valley Home Health Association.
Article 9: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $700.00 as a contribution for the support and services of
Northern Human Services.
Article 10: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $27,000.00 for the final payment on the Town Office Building
Note due on June 30, 2009.
Article 1 1
:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $5,100.00 for the maintenance of the Town's cemeteries.
Article 12: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $1 00.00 for the support of the Geo. L. O'Neil Post 62
American Legion.
Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $650.00 for support of the Community Outreach Program.
Article 14: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $7,000.00 for the support of the poor.
Article 15; To see if tiie Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $85,000.00 for the maintenance of summer roads. Out of this
$85,000.00, $38,356.00 to be reimbursed by the State of New
Hampshire Highway Block Grant monies.
Article 16; To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $82,000.00 for the maintenance of winter roads.
Article 17; To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $30,000.00 for solid waste disposal and recycling.
Article 18; To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,975.00 for the Colebrook Public Library.
Article 19; To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $18,600.00 for appraisal upkeep.
Article 20; To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $910.00 for maintenance of the Tax Maps.
Article 21; To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum $8,71 9.00 for expenses of the Planning Board.
Article 22; To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $378.00 to help support the services of the American Red
Cross.
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Article 23: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $750.00 to help support the 4^'' of July fireworks display in
Colebrook provided by the Colebrook Kiwanis Club.
Article 24: To see if the Town will vote to create an expendable trust
fund under the provisions of RSA 31:1 9-a, to be known as the Bridge
Improvement Fund, for the purpose of repairing and maintaining
Town-owned bridges and to raise and appropriate the sum of
$20,000.00 for this fund and appoint the Selectmen as agents to
expend from this fund. (Board of Selectmen recommends this
article.)
Article 25: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to apply
for State and Federal funds and to apply for, contract for, and accept
aid relative to disasters and incur debts for temporary loans for same
should the need arise.
Article 26: To transact any other business which may legally come
before this meeting.
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MINUTES OF COLUMBIA TOWN MEETING
MARCH 11,2008
At 7:15 p.m. Moderator Jane McCoy called the meeting to order and lead the
group in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Articles on the warrant were voted on as follows:
ARTICLE 1 The Polls were open from 1 1 :00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (A
total of 96 votes were cast, which accounts for 23% of































Isabelle Parkhurst 6-year term
Marcia Parkhurst 3-year term
Scott DeBlois 2-year term
Isabelle Parkhurst 1 -year term
The Moderator also announced that the Zoning
Amendment had been defeated 42-50.
ARTICLE 2: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Garry Parkhurst to instruct the Selectmen to appoint all
other Town Officers as required. Motion passed by voice
vote.
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ARTICLES: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Scott
DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of $103,000.00
for Town Charges for the ensuing year. Motion passed
by voice vote.
ARTICLE 4: Motion made by Richard Poisson and seconded by
Richard Hurley to raise and appropriate the sum of
$5,000.00 for extinguishing fires in said Town. Motion
passed by voice vote.
ARTICLES: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Garry Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the sum of
$10,000.00 to help support the operations of the
Colebrook Communication Center. A question was
raised about why the item had increased so much from
the previous year. Selectman Stohl explained the
background on the article and that the Board had been
invited to a meeting to be held in April to discuss the
future funding of the Dispatch Center. Motion passed by
voice vote.
ARTICLE 6: Motion made by James Tibbetts and seconded by
Kenneth Grimes to raise and appropriate the sum of
$3,77 1 .00 to help support the services of the Upper
Connecticut Valley Hospital Ambulance Fund. This
appropriation will cover the time period from January 1,
2008 to June 30, 2008. Motion passed by voice vote.
At this point in the meeting, Colebrook Fire Chief Brett Brooks and Upper
Connecticut Valley Hospital CFO Laurie Gambrel gave a presentation on
the proposed 45' Parallel Emergency Medical Services. Voters had a
chance to ask questions and state their opinions.
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ARTICLE 7: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Lisa
Placy-Brooks to raise and appropriate the sum of
$9,749.00 to help support the services of the 45'^ Parall31
Emergency Medical Services and to permit the Select
board to enter into a contract with this Service for such
purposes. The initial contract will be for a six-month
period beginning July 1, 2008 and end December 31,
2008. Motion passed by voice vote.
ARTICLE 8: Motion made by Joanne Chann and seconded by William
Simpson to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,200.00
for the Upper Connscticut Valley Hospital Association to
cover medical emergencies. Motion passed by voice
vote.
ARTICLE 9: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Scott
DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000.00 for
operating expenses of the Upper Connecticut Valley
Home Health Association. Motion passed by voice vote.
ARTICLE 10: Motion made by Joyce Brady and seconded by Scott
DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of $700.00 as a
contribution for the support and services of Northern




Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Scott
Tessier to raise and appropriate the sum of $47,600.00
for the June 30, 2008 payment on the Town Office
Building Note. Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by Laverna Cass and seconded by Edward
Poulin to raise and appropriate the sum of $9,100.00 for
the maintenance of the Town cemeteries. Of this
amount, $4,000.00 to be transferred from the Town
Cemetery Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund.
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Selectman Cloutier explained that $4,000.00 would be
used to purchase a software program to map out and keep






Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Daniel Lesperance to raise and appropriate the sum of
$100.00 for the support of the Geo. L. O'Neil Post 62
American Legion. Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Richard Poisson to raise and appropriate the sum of
$650.00 for the support of the Community Outreach
Program. Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Scott
Tessier to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,000.00 for
the support of the poor.
Selectman Monson explained that the Board had
increased this amount over last year in anticipation of
additional requests for assistance.
Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Paul
Tessier to raise and appropriate the sum of $85,000.00
for the maintenance of summer roads. Out of the
$85,000.00, $36,390.00 to be reimbursed by the State of
New Hampshire Highway Block Grant monies. Motion
passed by voice vote.
Motion made by Rita Tessier and seconded by Robert
Young to raise and appropriate the sum of $82,000.00 for
the maintenance of winter roads. Motion passed by voice
vote.
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ARTICLE 18: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Daniel Lesperance to raise and appropriate the sum of
$40,000.00 for the repair of the Meridan Hill Road
Bridge.
Selectman Cloutier explained that we had received an
estimate from the State for repairing this bridge in 2005.
At that time, the Town's portion, under the 80/20 match,
would be $105,000.00. The Board felt that we could
repair it ourselves.
ARTICLE 19:
Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Stephen Cass to raise and appropriate the sum of
$27,000.00 for solid waste disposal and recycling.
Motion passed by voice vote.
ARTICLE 20: Motion made by Lavema Cass and seconded by William
Simpson to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,975.00
for the Colebrook Public Library. Motion passed by
voice vote.
ARTICLE 21: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Kenneth Grimes to raise and appropriate the sum of
$18,600.00 for appraisal upkeep. Motion passed by
voice vote.
ARTICLE 22: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Stephen Cass to raise and appropriate the sum of $910.00
for maintenance of the Tax Maps. Motion passed by
voice vote.
ARTICLE 23: Motion made by Stephen Cass and seconded by Joanne
Shimkus to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,000.00







Motion made by Joanne Chann and seconded by Scott
DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of $377.00 to
help support the services of the American Red Cross.
Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Paul
Tessier to see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate a sum not to exceed $47,600.00 for an extra
payment on the Town Office Note, with the money
coming from the 12/3 1/07 unreserved fund balance at the
discretion of the Board of Selectmen, and not to be raised
by taxation. (Board of Selectmen recommends this
appropriation.) Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Robert Young to see if the Town will authorize the
Selectmen to apply for State and Federal funds and to
apply for, contract for, and accept aid relative to disasters
and incur debts for temporary loans for same should the
need arise. Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Stephen Cass to see if the Town will vote to discontinue
the Town Conservation Capital Reserve Fund originally
established in 1990. This capital reserve fund has a zero
balance and was transferred to the general fund
previously. This article is by request of the Department
of Revenue Administration. Motion passed by voice
vote.
ARTICLE 28: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Erica Moren to see if the Town will vote to discontinue
the Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund originally
established in 1998. This capital reserve fiand has a zero
balance and was transferred to the general fund
previously. This article is by request of the Department
of Revenue Administration. Motion passed by voice
vote.
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ARTICLE 29: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Joyce Brady to see if the Town will vote to discontinue
the Cemetery Land Purchase Trust Fund originally
established in 1998. This expendable trust fund has a
zero balance and was transferred to the general fund
previously. This article is by request of the Department
of Revenue Administration. Motion passed by voice
vote.
ARTICLE 30; Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Joyce Brady to transact any other business, which may
legally come before this meeting.
Selectman Stohl asked for a round of applause for outgoing Selectman John
"Phil" Monson. Selectman Monson spoke briefly thanking Selectmen
Cloutier and Stohl, Town Clerk Marcia Parkhurst and Tax Collector Garry
Parkhurst.
Selectman Stohl also stated that the Board wished to inform the voters about
a situation regarding the Town Line between Colebrook and Columbia. He
explained that Colebrook has had their town maps redone and in the process
they are claiming that the Town line is in the wrong place. The Board
wanted the voters present to know that as far as they were concerned the line
was in the right place and that they were going to continue to monitor the
situation carefully.
William Simpson made a motion, which was seconded by Robert Gooch, to
adjourn the meeting. Motion carried by voice vote.



















































NET VALUATION USED FOR COUNTY, MUNICIPAL &






NET VALUATION USED FOR STATE EDUCATION TAX RATE $70,492,858.00
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2008 TAX RATE CALCULATIONS
Town Appropriations: $ 513,332.00
Less: Revenues ($ 298,471.00)
Less: Shared Revenues ($ 3,133.00)
Add: Overlay $ 8,737.00
Add: War Service Credits $ 9,800.00
NET TOWN APPROPRIATIONS $230,265.00
School Appropriations: $1,198,449.00
Less: Adequate Education Grant ($ 386,630.00)
Less: State Education Taxes ($ 163,121.00)
NET LOCAL SCHOOL APPROPRIATIONS: $648,698.00
State Education Taxes Computation:
$2.14 X $76,224,725.00 (equalized valuation - no utilities)
divided by $70,492,858.00 (local assessed
valuation - no utilities) = $2.3
1
~
County Appropriations: $ 293,133.00
Less: Shared Revenues ($ 1,099.00)
NET COUNTY APPROPRIATIONS: $292,034.00
TOWN RATE: $ 2.53
LOCAL SCHOOL RATE: $ 7.09
STATE SCHOOL RATE: $ 2.3
1
COUNTY RATE: $ 3.19

















































































Cash with Treasurer, January 1 , 2009: $567, 111.15
Unredeemed Taxes:
Levy of 2005 $ 871.14
Levy of 2006 $10,482.27












SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall:
Furniture & Equipment:







Columbia Covered Bridge: $390,000.00
Town Garage (Keach Road): $109,710.00
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TOWN CLERK'S REPORT
During the year ending December 31, 2008, I received and
remitted to the Treasurer the following amounts;
Auto Permits
TREASURER'S REPORT
TOWN CHECKING & SAVINGS ACCOUNT
BALANCE ON HAND - JANUARY 1 , 2008: $665,096.89
Received from:
Boudle, Ghislaine; Current Use Application Fee $16.42
C.N. Brown Company; Lease on Tanks $4,360.00
Capute, Douglas; Copies of tax cards & maps $1 3.50
Cemetery Maintenance Trust Fund; Transfer
of Funds $1,827.00
Citizens Bank; Interest on Deposits $2,361.84
Citizens Bank; Bank Fees ($80.00)
Clarke American; Check Order ($179.35)
Clarke American; Check Stamp ($26.19)
Colebrook Ski-Bees; Rental of Town Garage $26.00
Columbia Resident; Reimbursement for
Town Assistance $150.00
First American Corelogic, Inc.; Copies of Tax
Blotters $400.00
First Colebrook Bank; Interest on Accounts $378.68
First Colebrook Bank; Adjustment for Outstanding
Checks $117.89
Hebert, Chris; Current Use Release Fee $21 .42
LGC Workmen's Compensation Fund; Refund $905.77
Mills, Ellen; Reimbursement for Fire
Department Call; Motor Vehicle Accident $202.50
NH Deposit Investment Pool; Interest on Accounts $1 ,304.26
Nugent Motor Company; Refund of Oil Prepay $308.86
Orgill, Inc.; Reimbursement for Fire
Department Call; Motor Vehicle Accident $196.00
Planning Board; Fees $1,562.63
Selectmen's Fees; Junkyard License fees,
pistol permits, disposal fees $270.00
Shallow River Properties, Inc.; Payment in
Lieu of Taxes $1,500.00
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TREASURER'S REPORT
state of New Hampshire -
Department of Resources & Economics,
Division of Forests & Lands $2,995.14
Highway Block Grant $36,271 .62
Railroad User Fee $902.44
Revenue Sharing $8,617.00
Rooms and Meals Tax $37,825.56
VRIF Reimbursement $935.18
Warden Services $682.54




Monies Transferred Between Accounts $315,815.86
Total Monies Received During 2008: $1,950,559.23
Balance on Hand - 1/1/2008: $665,096.89
Less Selectmen's Payments: ($2,048,544.97)
Balance on Hand -January 1, 2009: $ 567,111.15
Checking Account $524,026.30
Savings Account $30,477.74





coos COUNTY TRANSFER STATION REPORT





January - December $13,509.33
Lemington $ 400.00
January - December $ 3,451.93
Stewartstown $5,500.00
January - December $42,971.58
Columbia Residents $ 966.28
Lemington Residents $ 115.55
Stewartstown Residents $2,359.18
Northeast Resource Recovery Association $ 4,1 18.71
Total Deposits to Open Account $ 7,900.00
$75,392.56
Less Payments: $67,492.56





SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS - 2008
Business Licenses, Permits & Fees
Junkyard Permits, Pistol Permits,
copies, etc. $180.00
Boudle, Ghislaine; Current Use
Recording Fee $16.42
C.N. Brown; Lease $4,360.00
Capute, Douglas; Copies of Tax Maps $13.50
Cemetery Maintenance Trust Fund;
Transfer Funds $1,827.00
Citizens Bank; Interest on Deposits $2,361.84
Citizens Bank; Bank Fees ($80.00)
Clarke American; Check Order ($179.35)
Clarke American; Check Stamp ($26. 1 9)
Coiebrook Ski-Bees; Rental $26.00
Columbia House - UCVMH; Payment
in Lieu of Taxes $1,500.00
Columbia Residents; Disposal Fees $90.00
Columbia Resident; Reimbursement
For Town Assistance $1 50.00
First American Corelogic, Inc.;
Copies of Tax Cards & Blotter $350.00
First American Corelogic, Inc.;
Copies of Tax Cards $50.00
First Coiebrook Bank; Interest on
Deposits $378.68
First Coiebrook Bank; Adjustment
of Outstanding Checks Added
Back To Account $117.89
Hebert, Chris; Current Use Lien
Release Recording Fee $21.42
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS - 2008
Local Government Center - PLT, Inc.
SELECTMEN'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS - 2008
Tax Collector
Costs & Fees $1,698.44
2008 Current Use Taxes $14,484.88
Previous Years Current Use $3,871 .78
Interest on Taxes $9,058.47
2008 Property Taxes $1 ,223,696.38
Previous Years Property Taxes $81 ,767.50
Tax Sales Redeemed $32,582.65
2008 Yield Taxes $17,886.14
Previous Year Yield Taxes $1 ,528.06
2008 Excavation Taxes $895.58
Overpayment $3,895.87
Town Clerk
Motor Vehicle Permits $1 30,870.00
Vital Records - State $82.00
Vital Records - Town $42.00
Marriage Licenses - State $38.00




Copies of Checklist $75.00
Bad Check Fees $50.00
Pole License $20.00
Wetlands Permit $10.00
Transfer Monies between Accounts $315,815.86
TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR 2008 $1,950,559.23
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT




Election & Registration $1,567.50
Town Buildings & Utilities $15,657.28
Insurance $6,549.07
Planning Board Expenses $7,171.91




Sanitation & Recycling $27,920.17
HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES:
Summer Road & Bridges $50,977.94
Meridan Hill Road Bridge $38,343.14
Winter Roads $76,359.00
LIBRARY:







SUMMARY OF PAYMENTS - 2008
PAYMENTS TO OTHER GOVERNMENT DIVISIONS:
State & County $294,008.48
Columbia School District $929,876.00
MISCELLANEOUS:
Land & Building Appraisals $18,600.00
Regional Associations $638.68






TOTAL PAYMENTS FOR 2008 $2,046,263.22
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2008
GENERAL GOVERNMENT - TOWN CHARGES
OFFICERS' SALARIES:
Cass, Stephen; Selectman Salary $1,847.00
Cloutier, Norman; Selectman Salary $1 ,847.00
Parkhurst, Garry; Tax Collector Salary $3,694 .00
Parkhurst, Kenneth; Transfer Station Rep. $277.05
Parkhurst, Marcia; Town Clerk/
Secretary Salary $20,118.34
Stohl, Eric; Selectman Salary $1,847.00
Wells, Jennifer; Treasurer Salary $1,662.30
$31,292.69
OFFICERS' EXPENSES:
Avitar Associates of N.E., Inc.; Software
Support, Tax Bills, etc. $3,494.06
B.M.S.I.; Software Support &
Updates $1,496.00
Cartographic Associates, Inc.; Map Updates $985.60
Colebrook Copy Center; Envelopes $163.00
CPI Printing; Town Clerk & Tax Collector Supplies $151.24
Crane & Bell; Auditing Town Books $5,500.00
Department of Revenue Administration; Workshop
Pee $10.00
First Colebrook Bank; Payroll Taxes $4,382.76
J. P. Cooke, Co.; Dog Tags $77.49
Jordan Associates; Newspaper Notices $232.00
Lazerworks; Phone Batteries $9.99
Liebl Printing; Printing Town Reports $1 ,451 .25
Local Government Center, LLC -
Conference Registration $20.00
Matthew Bender Co., Law Book
Updates $535.50
McCoy, Jane; Mileage Reimbursement $147.97
Memos of New Hampshire, Inc.; Office Supplies $1 ,147.66
News & Sentinel, The; Notices, $946.74
NHCTCA; Workshop Registration $68.00
Parkhurst, Garn/; Fees $2,188.00
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2008
Parkhurst, Marcia; Reimbursement for purchase
of Dehumidifer (to be reimbursed by grant monies)
Parkhurst, Marcia; Mileage
& Supplies Reimbursement
Pitney Bowes Credit Corporation;
Postage Machine Rental and Supplies
Petty Cash; Postage, Supplies, etc.
Porter Office Machines; Photocopy Repairs
Postmaster, Colebrook; Box Rental
Price Digest; Town Clerk Supplies
Treasurer, State of New Hampshire; Notary Public Fee
Treasurer, State of New Hampshire; Town Clerk Supplies
U.S. Postal Service; Refill Postage Meter
U.S. Treasury; Social Security, Federal &
Medicare Taxes
W.M. Spring Workshop; Workshop Fee
Waystack Frizzell; Legal Services
ELECTION & REGISTRATION:
Jordan Associates; Notices
Little, Diane; Supervisor of Checklist
McCoy, Jane; Moderator
News & Sentinel; Notices
Parkhurst, Isabelle; Ballot Clerk & Supervisor of Checklist
Rainville, Roberta; Ballot Clerk
Stohl, Lois; Supervisor of Checklist
Sullivan, Judy; Ballot Clerk
Tibbetts, Brenda; Assistant Moderator
$365.18
SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2008
Fairpoint Communications; Town Hall & Town Office
Gadwah, Herbert; Water Rent
Gervais Plumbing & Heating; Cleaning Furnace
Gosselin, Albe; Water Rent
Green Mt. Electrical Supply; Supplies
Hicks, PA. & Sons, Inc.; Supplies
Lewis Oil Company, Fuel
North Country Flag; New Flag
Nugent Motor Company; Fuel
Mercer, Daniel; Plowing
Parkhurst, Garry; Labor & Supplies
Parkhurst, Sheila; Mowing
Perkins, Richard; Painting
PSNH, Electricity - Town Hall & Town Office
Rockingham Electrical Supply; Light Bulbs
S. Gray Construction, Inc.; Plowing
Tri-State Fire Protection; Checking Extinguishers
Vershire; Cleaning Town Office
INSURANCE:
Local Government Center - WCT, LLC
Workmen's Compensation Insurance
Local Government Center - PLT, LLC
Commercial Property & Liability
and Public Officials Bond
$2,135.78
SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2008
PROTECTION OF PERSONS & PROPERTY:
FIRE;
Adair, Wallace; Deputy Forest Fire
Warden Reimbursement $333.19
Brooks, Brett; Deputy Forest Fire
Warden Reimbursement $462.79
Colebrook Fire Department; Fire Protection $3,420.22
Dion, Peter; Forest Fire Warden
Reimbursement $468.63




Colebrook, Town of; Communications
Center $10,000.00
HEALTH:
American Red Cross; Appropriation $377.00
45th Parallel EMS; Appropriation $9,748.98
Tri-County Community Action Program;
Appropriation $650.00
U.C.V. H. Ambulance Fund; Appropriation $3,771.00
U.C.V.H. Association; Appropriation $2,200.00
U.C.V. Home Health; Appropriation $3,000.00
U.C.V. Mental Health; Appropriation $500.00
Vershire Center; Appropriation $200.00
$20,446.98
SANITATION:
AVRRD; Tipping Fees $8,233.02
Coos County Recycling Center; Columbia's
Share $4,112.00
Coos County Transfer Station Account;
Solid Waste Disposal $1 3,509.32
Lemington, Town of; Adjustment of costs $51 .08




DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2008
HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES:
MAINTENANCE - SUMMER ROADS:
Berlin Insulation; Roadside Mowing $4,663.75
Boudle's Construction Co., inc.;
Dozer, dumptruck, backhoe &
excavator rental, labor, rockraking,
moving equipment, etc. $22,390.50
Boudle, Clifton, Jr.; Storage Unit Rental $600.00
Cloutier Sand & Gravel; Grading & Gravel
.
$3,175.00
Columbia Sand & Gravel; Gravel,
Culverts, etc. $2,209.54
Leighton, Lucas; Trucking $3,402.00
Northern Human Services; Trash Pick-up $322.50
Northern N.E. Field Services; Paving $5,040.00
Owen, Bruce; Trucking $490.00
P.A. Hicks & Sons; Supplies $194.03
Pike Industries; Asphalt $3,080.39
Tallmage, William; Grave! $5,026.00
Treasurer, State of New Hampshire; Signs $384.23
$50,977.94
*Work to be completed in Summer, 2009
MERIDAN HILL ROAD BRIDGE:
Boudle Construction Co., Inc.; Excavatpr $465.00
Cloutier Sand & Gravel, Inc.; Labor & Supplies $16,386.76
Central Paving Co., LLC; paving $3,860.00
Peterson's Welding; Steel $16,445.48
Pike Industries; Asphalt $1,185.90
$38,343.14
MAINTENANCE - WINTER ROADS:
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.; Plowing Contract $76,279.00









Name Withiieid; Rent $1,750.00
Name Withheld; Rent $375.00
LaPerle's IGA; Food $380.00




Gooch, Robert, Jr.; Mowing $330.00
Parkhurst, Sheila; Mowing $4,141.85
Legacy Mark, LLC; Mapping Cemeteries* $1,827.00
$6,298.85
*Reimbursed by Cemetery Maintenance Fund
STATE & COUNTY:
Bisson, Donald M ; County Treasurer,
County Taxes $293,133.00
Coos County Registry of Deeds;
Recording Fees, Redemptions &
Postage $354.98
Department of Agriculture; Dog
Licenses $441.50
Treasurer, State of New Hampshire;




DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2008
SCHOOL DISTRICT:
Columbia School District $929,876.00
MISCELLANEOUS;
LAND & BUILDING APPRAISALS:
Brett Purvis & Associates, Inc.; General Assessing




Cross, Brian; Abatement - property taxes $1 16.00
Ewing, Sharon; Overpayment $1,101.00
Giordano, Larry; Overpayment $645.00
Hall, Diane; Overpayment $100.14
Jeffers, Clark; Motor Vehicle Reimbursement $144.00
Riley, Francis; Motor Vehicle Reimbursement $172.00
Sousa, Steven; Abatement - property taxes $58 44
$2,336.58
NH Association of Assessing Officials;
2008 Dues $20.00
NH City & Town Clerks' Association
2008 Dues $20.00
Local Government Center, LLC $578.68





DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2008
TAXES BOUGHT BY TOWN:
Town of Columbia - 2007 Taxes Bought by Town $43,352.70
NOTE PAYMENT:
First Colebrook Bani<; Two Payments on
Town Office Note
PATRIOTIC PURPOSES:







S, Gray Construction, Inc.; Snow removal
Waystack Frizzell; Legal Services














GRAND TOTAL OF PAYMENTS $2,046,263.22
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coos COUNTY TRANSFER STATION ACCOUNT
RECEIPTS:
Town of Stewartstown $42,971 .58
Town of Columbia $13,509.33
Town of Lemington $ 3,451.93
Northeast Resource Recovery
(Scrap Metal) $ 4,118.71
Stewartstown Residents
Building Debris, tires, etc. $ 2,359.18
Columbia Residents
Building Debris, tires, etc. $ 966.28
Lemington Residents
Building Debris, tires, etc. $ 115.55
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $67,492.56
PAYMENTS:
Adair, William; Labor $ 50.00
C.D.S. Portable Toilets; Portable Toilet $ 1,070.00
Carney, Jesse; Plowing $ 2,660.00
Caron, Philip; Compacting $ 2,928.50
Columbia Sand & Gravel, Use
of scales $ 410.00
Coos County $22,500.00
Correction of error $ 75.00
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Haynes, Skip; Welding
J.K. Lynch; Weighing Garbage




Parkhurst, Kenneth; Labor & Salary











The Town signed a seven-year note in the summer of 2005 in the amount of
$288,000.00 to construct the new town offices. As you can see by the
following, in both 2007 and 2008 we made an extra payment. With our
payment in 2009, the building and land will be totally paid for.




ANNUAL REPORT - 2008
Headwaters Subcommittee
of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions
This year the Headwaters Subcommittee completed a new Conuectiad River Water Resources Management
Plan. The Plan emphasizes the many environmental and economic benefits of keeping floodplains free of
development and encouraging natural vegetation along riverbanks to keep them stable, block debris,
shade the water, and filter pollutants from runoff. We will sponsor pubUc presentations on the new plan
during the winter and spring. We encourage towns and landowners to consider our Plan and its
recommendations for a healthier river.
We have helped spread the word about Didymo, the newly discovered invasive alga in our region, and
urge all anglers and boaters to clean their gear carefully to avoid spreading this pest. Shorefront owners
should also know about the updated state shoreland protection law.
The Subcommittee provides information and assistance to the states, towns, and landowners on projects
near the river. The Subcommittee is advisory and has no regulatory authority. The public is welcome at
our meetings at the Columbia or Colebrook Town Hall. A calendar, more about Didymo, advice on bank
erosion and obtaining permits for work near the river, the Connecticut River Management Plan and much
more are on the web at www.crjc.org.
Bill Schomburg (Vice Chair) and Ken Hastings, Columbia representatives to the Headwaters
Subcommittee
CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
This year the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) published major new Management Plans for
Water Resources and for Recreation on the Connecticut River. In 2008 CRJC considered issues as wide-
ranging as riverbank erosion in Colebrook and New Hampshire's updated Shoreland Protection Act. We
completed a new Five Year Plan that focuses upon public outreach, use of river science, and protection of
the valley's natural, historic, and cultural assets.
Through the Cormecticut River Byway, CRJC works with communities, businesses and the states to
strengthen the local base for heritage tourism. In 2008, we concluded a three-year project to identify the
Byway with way-finding signs. Visit the Byway at www.ctrivertrayel.net.
Appointed by the legislatures of New Hampshire and Vermont, the Connecticut River Joint
Commissions welcome the public to our meetings on the last Monday of every other month. Visit our
web site, www.crjc.org, for a calendar of events, useful information, and our newsletters. River Valley
News and River Byway News.
Adair D. Mulligan
Conservation Director
Connecticut River Joint Commissions






On the following pages, is my report for the year ending December
31, 2008, along with a list of uncollected taxes as of that date. This year we
collected 93% of our total property tax warrant as of the end of the fiscal
year. With the economy the way it is, I think we did a good job. As always,
if you find yourself having a hard time paying your taxes, please stop by the
office and see us. We are always willing to work with you to help you from
getting too far behind.
Garry R. Parkhurst
Tax Collector
"Government is the people's business and every man, woman and child




SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1,2008 - DECEMBER 31, 2008
DEBITS
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1,2008 - DECEMBER 31, 2008
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1,2008 - DECEMBER 31, 2008
Unredeemed Lien Balance
1/1/2008:
Liens Executed This Year
Interest & Costs Collected:
DEBITS
2007 2006 2005
$ - $ 21,300.22 $ 9,702.01
$ 43,352.70 $ - $ -
$ 1,496.79 $ 3,127.48 $ 3,002.77
TOTAL DEBITS: $ 44,849.49 $ 24,427.70 $ 12,704.78
CREDITS
Redemptions:
Interest & Costs Collected:
Unredeemed Lien Balance
12/31/2008:
$ 12,397.83 $ 10,817.95 $8,830.87
$ 1,496.79 $ 3,127.48 $3,002.77
$ 30,954.87 $ 10,482.27 $871.14
TOTAL CREDITS: $ 44,849.49 $ 24,427.70 $12,704.78
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UNPAID TAXES
UNCOLLECTED 2008 PROPERTY TAXES:
UNPAID TAXES










Feltham, Richard P. $ 531.16
Hamel, Derek & Raymond $ 1,735.78
Heirs of Rickey Burnham $ 1,204.00
Hrycuna-Perron, Anastasia, et als $ 480.57
Lawton, Ronald & Maryanne $ 362.33
Leavenworth, Michelle, et als $ 66.91
Leavenworth, Ronald & Michelle $ 270.42
Limoges, Karen A. $ 3,027,06
Locke, Daniel P., et als $ 390.20
Locke, Daniel & Jacqueline $ 163.42
Lynch, Dana R. $ 240.53
MacLure, Robert J. & Wendy $ 1,216.76
Marrone, Joseph A. $ 397.34
Moren, Lawrence v., Jr. $ 44.08
Reynolds, Daniel J. $ 136.33
Smith, Frances $ 215.38
2006 TOTALS $ 10,482.27
LEVY OF 2005:
Heirs of Rickey Burnham $ 871.14
2005 TOTALS $ 871.14
*INDICATES PAID AFTER 12/31/2008.
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PLANNING BOARD REPORT
We received a total of 23 building permit applications:
- 1 camper during construction
- 2 signs
- 3 garages
- 5 additions (i.e., additions, decks, porches)
- 1 mobile homes (in a park)
- 2 residential (frame or modular)
- 1 bams
- 8 storage building/sheds









, \ Fax 603.788.3830
^*-X^f"TifiED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS ^ craneandbellcpas.com
INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS' REPORT
To the Board of Selectmen,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have compiled the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fund, the aggregate remaining fund information, and fiduciary fund information ofTown of Columbia,
New Hampshire, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2007, which collectively compose the
Town's basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents, in accordance with Statements on
Standardsfor Accounting and Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants.
A compilation is limited to presenting in the form of fmancial statements information that is the
representation of management. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying financial statements
and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or any other form of assurance on them.
Management's discussion and analysis, on pages two through six, and the combining non-major fund
financial statements presented in Schedules 1 and 2, are not a required part of the basic financial
statements but are supplementary information required by the Governmental Accounting Standards
Board. Supplementary information contained in Schedules 3 and 4 is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic fmancial statements. We have compiled the supplementary
information from information that is the representation of management, without audit or review.
Accordingly, we do not express an opinion or any other form of assurance on the supplementary
information.
Cr^i^y^ ^ '~B-dl^ pll<^
July 1, 2008
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2007
Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31, 2007. Responsibility for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein are accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's fmancial position and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.
The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.
Overview of the Financial Statements
The fmancial statements presented herein include all of the activities of the Town using the integrated
approach as prescribed by GASB Statement 34.
This discussion and analysis is intended to serve as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.
The basic financial statements consist of three components:
1. Government-wide financial statements
2. Fund fmancial statements
3. Notes to the basic fmancial statements
Government-Wide Financial Statements
The government-wide fmancial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's fmances, in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net assets presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net assets. Over time, increases and decreases in net assets may
serve as a usefiil indicator of whether the fmancial position of the Town is improving or deteriorating.
The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net assets changed during
the most recent fiscal year. All changes m net assets are reported as soon as the underlying event gi\'ing
rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and expenses are
reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows m future periods (for example,
uncollected taxes or unpaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide fmancial statements reflect functions of the Town that are principally supported by
taxes and intergovernmental revenues. The governmental activities of the Town include, among others,
general government, public safety, and highway maintenance and construction.
The government-wide fmancial statements can be found on pages 7 and 8 of this report.
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Fund Financial Statements \ ,
A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate comphance with fmance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as govermnental
activities in the government-wide fmancia! statements. However, unlike the government-wide fmancial
statements, governmental fund fmancial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of spendable
resources, as well as on balances of spendable resources available at the end of the fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term fmancing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide fmancial statements. By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing
decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fund balance provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fimd
balance for the general fund, which is the Town's only major fund. Data from the other governmental
fimds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fund. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fimd to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 9 to 13 of this report.
Fiduciaryfunds are used to accovmt for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide fmancial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs.
The basic fiduciary fund financial statement can be found on page 14 of this report
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a fuU understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the fmancial statements can be found
on pages 15 to 25 of this report.
Other information
In addition to the basic fmancial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
required supplementary information (combining non-major fund balance sheet and statement of revenues,
expenditures, and changes in net assets found on page 27 and 28 of this report) and other supplemental
information that is not required (statement of estimated and actual revenues for the general fund, and
statement of appropriations, expenditures and encumbrances for the general fund, found on pages 29 to
32 of this report).
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and results of operations for the past two years are summarized
below based on the information included in the current and prior financial statements.
Statement ofNet Assets
The Town's net assets at December 31, 2007, were $3,248,877, a decrease of 5112,097 or 3.5% from
December 31, 2006. There were no capital asset additions in 2007.
Governmental
Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation
Total assets





Invested in capital assets,
net of related debt
Permanently restricted
Temporaril>' restriced for -








Governmental activities decreased the Town's net assets by $1 12,097 during 2007, as shown in the
summarized statement of activities presented below.
Program revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues
General revenues;
















Change in net assets
Net assets, beginning of year
Net assets, end of year
Governmental Activities
200Z
Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on near-
term inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's financing requirements. In particular, unreserved fund balance may serve as a useful measure of
a govenmient's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2007, unreserved fund balance of $126,756 was available for spending at the Town's
discretion. At the 2008 town meeting, townspeople voted to use $47,600 of this fund balance to make an
additional 2008 payment on town debt. Substantially all of the remaining fund balance is reserved for
specific purposes - such as capital acquisition for amounts segregated in capital reserve funds - or is
permanently restricted as principal used to generate future earnings for use by the Town.
General fund budgetarj' highlights
Actual revenues earned by the general fund in 2007 exceeded amounts budgeted by $59,552, as shown in
Exhibit E of the basic financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:
Greater than anticipated tax revenue of $24,40 1
.
Greater than anticipated motor vehicle permit fees of $23,229.
• Greater than anticipated interest on investments of $5,602.
Also favorable was that appropriations exceeded actual expenditures by $2,807, as shown in Exhibit E of
the basic financial statements.
Contacting Town's Financial Management
This financial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's finances and to demonstrate fiscal accountability. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia tovm office, P.O. Box 157,
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COORDINATOR OF SPECIAL SERVICES
Tfieresa M. Lord
Any person with a physical disability who needs assistance to attend the school district
meeting and/or needs assistance while at the school district meeting is to contact school
board member Lisa Placy-Brooks, phone #237-4853,
COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
WARRANT
The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Columbia qualified to vote in distnct affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said Distnct on Tuesday, the 10'^ day of March
2009 immediately following the Town Meeting, to act upon the following subjects: (Polls will be
open from 1 1 :00 am to 6:00 pm)
1. To bring in your ballots for the election of School District Officers to be elected by ballot for the
ensuing year(s).
2. To determine the salaries of the School Board and fix the compensation of any other officers or
agents of the District. (Page CU - 5 of the school report in the amount of $1 ,150.00)
3. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees or Officers chosen and pass any vote
relating thereto.
4. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One million, four hundred
seventy nine thousand, eight hundred nine dollars ($1,479,809.00) for the support of schools,
for the payment of salaries for the school district officials and agents, and for the payment for
the statutory obligations of the District.
5 To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Given under our hands at said Columbia, the 11"" day of February 2009
LISA M. PIJ^CY-BROOKS, Chairman
KAREN RIENDEAU
Columbia School Board
A True Copy of Warrant - Attest:
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COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT 2009 - 2010
BUDGET FOOTNOTES
Footnotes delineated in the far right hand column of the Proposed Budget pages:
A Regular Education Programs - Tuition - projected estimated tuition rate increase
B Increase in Classroom Assistant over prior year.
C Decrease in Court Ordered Placement
D Vocational Tuition - $4,591 is listed under the Regular Educational Programs
E Speech Pathology - Projected an increase of 4 students
F Other Supporting Services - Contracting a specialist teacher for student needs
G. School Board Services - Increase in audit fee
H Transportation - per contract voted March 2006.
I. Transportation - Special Programs - Increase in number of students in need of service.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT
December 10,2008
To the School Board
Columbia School District
Columbia, NH
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and each
major fund of Columbia School District (New Hampshire School District), as of and for the year
ended June 30, 2008, which collectively comprise the Columbia School District's basic financial
statements as listed in the Table of Contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of
Columbia School District's management. Our responsibility is to express opinions on these
financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audii in accordance with U.S. generally accepted auditing standards. Those
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about
whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining,
on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that
our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinions.
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects,
the respective financial position of the governmental activities and each major fund of Columbia
School District, as of June 30, 2008, and the respective changes in financial position, thereof and
the budgetary comparison for the General Fund for the year then ended in conformity with U.S.
generally accepted accounting principles.
The management's discussion and analysis is not a required part of the basic financial statements
but is supplementar>' information required by U.S. generally accepted accounting principles. We
have applied certain limited procedures, which consisted principally of inquiries of management
regarding the methods of measurement and presentation of the required supplementary
information. However, we did not audit the information and express no opinion on it.
Respectftilly submitted.
FOTHERGILL SEGALE & VALLEY, CPAs
Vermont Public Accountancy License #110
143 Barrf Street • Montpelier • Vermont 05602 a^02^23-6261 • Fax: 802-223-1550 • www.fsv-cpas.com
SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
COLEBROOK - COLUMBIA
The new school year brought some personnel changes to Colebrook Academy. Joanne
Melanson is the new principal for CA. The staff was also reduced by two positions, one
technology education teacher and one English teacher. The teachers who had been in
those positions left after the 2007-2008 school year and it was decided not to fill
those two vacancies. Those reductions were made in response to economic
concerns and a declining enrollment. The Colebrook Academy opening day
enrollments declined from 188 in August of 2007 to 142 in August 2008. This was
due in part to a large senior class graduating and a small incoming freshman class.
However, the declining enrollment is reflective of the trend throughout Coos County.
The school districts in this region are facing the dilemma of how to maintain a quality
educational program while facing declining enrollments in bad economic times.
The school districts of SAU #7 and Canaan are currently discussing how we can
share resources to meet the needs of each district and help contain the cost of
providing a quality education to our students. A problem with small school districts
is that the opportunities for cost savings are proportionally less than those of larger
school systems. However, there may be areas where the school can work together
to achieve economies of scale.
The economy of the region and the nation creates a situation where we are just
trying to maintain programs, sometimes in a smaller scale, while trying to contain
costs. This is not a time to expand our offerings even though we would like to offer
the students more. Perhaps regional cooperation will provide some opportunities in
that regard. Like other businesses and individuals in the area, we are in a "hanging
on" mode waiting to see what will happen over the next year. We can not anticipate
any increased financial help from the state level; dealing with the state budget deficit
will preclude that. In fact, I anticipate that some expenses previously paid at the
state level will be passed down to the counties, tows, and school districts to help
balance the state budget.
This year we were saddened by the passing of Richard Irwin, long time principal and
teacher at Colebrook Academy. Many former students have stories about being the
recipient of his tough love discipline, which is what it really was. Richard cared
deeply about his students and did what was necessary for their development, not
what was easy. His former students have great affection for him because they know
he cared, although while some were sitting in his closet they may have thought he
cared too much. However, they now know that they are better for having known
Richard Irwin.




Colebrook Academy had some outstanding team performances during the 2007-
2008 school year. The Social Entrepreneurial Student Leadership team won the
regional competition and finished second in the state competition. This competition
is open to schools of all sizes with no distinctions based on enrollment; thus, the
Colebrook team's presentation was judged to be superior to many schools with
much larger enrollments.
The Colebrook Academy boys' athletic teams completed the rare triple of three
Class S state championships in the same school year. The players and the coaches
should be congratulated on accomplishing this for the first time in the history of
Colebrook Academy.
The Colebrook Academy Key Club distinguished themselves at the New England
District Convention with a first place in the Silver Division (clubs with 26-60
members) for their scrapbook, first place for the Annual Achievement Award, and
second place for monthly reports. At the International Convention in Denver,
Colorado the Key Club received second place for their scrapbook.
The Colebrook Academy students have given outstanding performances in a variety
of venues and they deserve our support. We need to continue providing them with
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Title 1 End of Year Report 2007-08
During the 2007-08 school year, the Title 1 program offered services to some 57
students. Some of these students were provided supplemental reading, some
received math and some received both reading and math. We tried to minimize
the amount of pull out time with students and provided services in the classroom
as much as possible. It was occasionally more productive to bring some
individual and small groups of students into the Title 1 classroom for their
instruction. Some students respond better when in an environment separate from
the activities that might disrupt them in the classroom. Our desire remains to
keep them in their own classroom as much as possible.
With the Title 1 grant we purchased a 12 unit laptop lab with dedicated pnnter
and wireless router. While this was purchased primarily for use of Title 1 students
we were able to find a few occasions during the year when the lab was lent to
classrooms to work on class projects and reports Title 1 students also found use
of the lab for Accelerated Reader testing. The lab was also in use during the SAU
Administrative Day for teacher technology workshops. We will be expanding the
use of technology in our program for math and reading instruction for Title 1
students.
Title 1 was also involved in the School In Need of Improvement plan
development. We secured community and faculty membership on the planning
committee and wrote a plan that was accepted by the state for improvement in
math. A 2 day workshop was presented at Colebrook Elementary School on
Singapore Math that was attended by 10 teachers in the building. During the
summer 2 teachers participated in an intensive 1 week institute in Boston to
further develop math skills using the Singapore Math method of instruction.
We anticipate having follow up visits from the presentation company during the
2008-09 school year.
As usual I feel extremely proud to have had the opportunity to spend another
year working with the children of Colebrook and having the assistance of Mrs.
Bailey and Mrs. Owen in this endeavor. I thank the good people of Colebrook for
all of their continued support as we attempt to offer the best possible educational
support services to the children of Colebrook Elementary School.
Respectfully submitted,
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John E. (Jeff) Fothergill, CPA
Michael L. Segale, CPA
Sheila R. Valley, CPA
Teresa H Kajenski. CPA
Jane M. Burroughs, CPA
Donald J. Murray, CPA
INDEPEIWENT AUDITOR'S REPORT
December 11,2008
1 the School Board
School Administrative Unit No. 7
Colebrook, NH
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and each
major fund of the School Administrative Unit U 7, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2008.
which collectively comprise the School Administrative Unit # 7's basic fmancial statements as
listed in the Table of Contents. These fmancial statements are the responsibility of School
Administrative Unit # 7's management. Our responsibility is to express opinions on these
financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with U.S. generally accepted auditing standards. Those
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about
whether the fmancial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining,
on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the fmancial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall fmancial statement presentation. We believe that
our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinions.
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects,
the respective fmancial position of the governmental activities and each major fund of School
Administrative Unit # 7, as of June 30, 2008, and the respective changes in fmancial position,
thereof and the budgetary comparison for the General and Grant Revenue Fund for the year then
ended in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles.
The management's discussion and analysis is not a required part of the basic fmancial statements
but is supplementary information required by U.S. generally accepted accounting principles. We
have applied certain limited procedures, which consisted principally of inquiries of management
regarding the methods of measurement and presentation of the required supplementary
information. However, we did not audit the information and express no opinion on it.
Respectfully submitted,
FOTHERGILL SEGALE & VALLEY, CPAs
Vermont Public Accountancy License #110
143BARRF, Strlo • MoNTPFLiPR ' Vhrmont 05602 • 802-223-6261 • Fax:802-223-1550 • www.tsv-cpas.com
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COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
District Minutes - March 11, 2008
The State of New Hampshire
The meeting opened at 9:10 pm with the school district clerk asking for nominations for
school district moderator.
Lisa M Placy-Brooks nominated Jane McCoy with a second from Robert Gooch, Jr.
With a unanimous vote, Jane assumed the position of moderator after being sworn in by
Town Clerk, Marcia Parkhurst
1. To bring in your ballots for the election of School District Officers to be elected by ballot
for the ensuing year(s).
Moderator: Jane Cass McCoy (write ins) 19
Treasurer: Jennifer Wells 90
Clerk: Jennifer Wells 90
School Board: Regina Cass 89
2. I move to accept the salaries of the School Board the compensation of any other
officers or agents of the District as pnnted in the school report on page CU - 5,
Motion made by: Edward Poulin
Seconded by: Robert Gooch, Jr.
Vote: Yes
3. I move to accept the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees or Officers chosen as
printed in the school report.
Motion made by: Edward Poulin
Seconded by: Robert Gooch, Jr.
Vote: Yes
4. I move, pursuant to RSA 198:20-c (VI), to authorize the School Board to accept privately-
donated gifts, legacies and devises for school purposes without further action by the School
District with this authority to continue indefinitely until rescinded.
Motion made by: Kaye Moren




District Minutes - March 11, 2008
The State of New Hampshire
I move to authorize the School Board to include in the SAU #7 budget the position of a
part-time Human Resource/Personnel Clerk, per RSA 194-C;9; to be effective July 1,
2009.
Motion made by: Mary Lou Placy
Seconded by: Ann Marie Gooch
Vote: Yes
I move to raise and appropriate the sum of Five thousand dollars ($5,000) to be added
to the Tuition Expendable Trust Fund previously established.
Motion made by: Marcia Parkhurst
Seconded by: Erika Moren
Vote: Yes
1 move to raise and appropriate the sum of One million, four hundred sixteen thousand, seven
hundred seventeen dollars ($1,416,717.00) for the support of schools, for the payment of
salaries for the school district officials and agents, and for the payment for the statutory
obligations of the District The school board recommends this appropriation. This article does
not include appropriation in warrant articles # 6 (Majority vote required)
Motion made by: Marcia Parkhurst
Seconded by: Ann Marie Gooch
Vote: Yes
8. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Motion made by: Ehc Stohl
Seconded by: Marcia Parkhurst
Vote: Yes
I move to dissolve the meeting at 9:35 pm
Motion made by: Mary Lou Placy













Cash in Bank $ 223,028.39
Intergovernmental A/R 0.00
TOTAL ASSETS $ 223,028.39







REVENUE FROM LOCAL SOURCES
Current Appropriations $ 767,671.00
Earnings on Investment 8,194.07
Other Local Revenue 3.00
Refunds Prior Year $ -
TOTAL LOCAL REVENUE $ 775,868.07
REVENUE FROM STATE SOURCES
State ofNew Hampshire -Adequacy Aid (Grant) $ 386,630.00
State ofNew Hampshire - Adequacy Aid (State Tax) 1 37,205.00
State ofNew Hampshire - Vocational 3,275.22
TOTAL STATE REVENUE $ 527,110.22
REVENUE FROM FEDERAL SOURCES
State ofNew Hampshire - Medicaid 1,548.51
TOTAL FEDERAL REVENUE $ 1,548.51
TOTAL REVENUE FROM ALL SOURCES $ 1,304,526.80
CU-23




STATEMENT OF ANALYSIS OF CHANGES
IN FUND EQUITY
June 30, 2008
Fund Equity, July 1 , 2007 1 60,046.24
Plus Total Revenue 1 ,304,526.80
Less Total Expenditures L25K935.42
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